Springfield Catholic Central a 2-1 victory at
Crew Stadium in Columbus.

“It was a hard-fought game, and we just
broke down for one second and they got on
the end of it,” Hawks senior co-captain and
sweeper Greg Nelson said. “They’re a great
team. So are we. They deserved it.

“We're the second-best team in the state,
and there’s nothing wrong with that. First
would have been nice, but they're a great
team and we broke down for one minute, and
a good team is going to kill you. That’s what
they did to us.”

Hawken (18-2-2) was well aware of
Latham’s finishing prowess in advance, as
the senior had scored 39 goals and assisted
on 27 others for the Irish (21-1-1) coming
into Friday’s match. With that in mind,
Hawks coach Dani Giulvezan marked
Latham with junior defender Noah White-
head. Whitehead did a yeoman’s job on
Latham.

But as any good striker does, Latham
found a way to make his presence felt.

‘From where I was sitting, I think that he
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created the goal,” said Giulvezan of the
match-winner, “More power to them, but 1f
we could have scored on the chances that we
had, he can create that over and over agam
and nothing would have happened.” .
The Hawks had some quality attacking i in
the first 40 minutes, and were able to capi-
talize on a chance in the 26th minute.
- See Hawks, Page 612
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